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.- - (This report surveys non-Communist press and. ra.d:lo comment on the Ccnnmmist
.. - charges that America uses bacterial weapon; this comment does not necessarily
17. " 1. reflect public opinion in the pertinent areas. This report is ba.sed, in part,

' ona survey prepared in response tp a special request.) - i

From the small volume oi' comment aveilable it does not appear that non-Communist -
sources place much credence in Communist charges that the Americans are using
" bacterial weapons in Korea and China. In most cases there is no discussion of
the validity of the charges; they are explicitly or implicitly dismissed as mere .
propaganda. In three cases there are noncommital calls for investigation of the
charges. Other references report epidemics in Northern Asie but do not discuss
" the charges one way or the other, Thus, no non-Communist source comes out Lo
directly in aupport of the cha.rges.

This relative lack of comment on the B charges suggests-a lack of mterest that
- conld be a consequence of disbelief. This lack of interest can also be inferred
- from the speculative comments noted above. Melbourne, for example, indicates -

_.concern over possible illness among Australian troops and the West Berlin TAG
. expresses concern over the rumor that the Soviet Union is sending Germsn doctors
- to plague-infested areas; but these expressions of concern contain no hint of

belief 1n the cha.rgns that the Americans are’ using BW.

Qutright ReJecticn- Hore than half of the references to the BW charges reJect

" them outright. A Radio Paris commentator notes the soporific effect of Soviet'
propaganda and the Netherlands radio, French Union newspapers in Saigon, Austrien
sources, and spokesmen for the Iranian and ROK governments also reject the
eharges. Paris ridicules the cha.rges vhile the Saigon papers and Radio Pusan .
denounce them as “vile propaganda.” Radio Teheran quotes a Government spokesman

" as declaring that the idea of American use of biological weapons is "unthinkable”
wvhile Hilversum suggests that the charges are a propaganda device intended to

- delay the truce talks. Sources in Taipel describe the charges as a "pretext,"
but do not elaborate.. On 5 April Stockholm quotea a Sved.ish bacteriologist
classii’ying the charges as "highly improbable.”

-A Llurry of camments from Austria classifies the charges as mere propagands.
Two Viennese newspapers and Radio Graz denounce Professor Brandweiner, the ! ’
Austrian chairman of the IADL Commission which “investigated" the charges, for ] ¥

\ participating 'in such a propaganda trick and for distorting the factas. DAS .

?m VOLKSBLATT, (People's Party)_claims that “there is only one thing true

out alleged U.S. germ warfare--the epidenics themselves, vhile DIE PRESSE
dependent) spea.ks of the prinitive nature of 'Comunist germ propa.ganda b
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Calls for Investigation: The Paris LE MONDE ,/ the HINDUSTAN STANDARD, and.e - .
spokesman of the Indonesian Government call for investigation of the charges.
LE MORDE sees Communist acceptance of an invéstigation as proof of sincerity,
and the HINDUSTAN STANDARD believes that the seriousness of the charges mekes
immediate investigation imperative. It nominates the Red Cross for this task,
while Jakarta quotes a Government spokesman as calling for investigation
either by an international group or by representatives of neutral nations,
" should the Communists reject international :antstigation. .
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